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MINUTES 
THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF NAIRN AND HYMAN & 
THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF BALDWIN 

 

 

 
 
There was a Joint Special Meeting/Public Information Meeting of the Council of the Township of Nairn 
and Hyman and the Council of the Township of Baldwin that was held at the Nairn Community Centre 
on Tuesday February 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. (The meeting was open to the public and recorded to 
allow for viewing on our website) 

 
 
Present:  
 
Township of Nairn and Hyman 
  Amy Mazey   Mayor 

Trevor McVey  Deputy Mayor 
Wayne Austin  Councillor 
Rod MacDonald  Councillor 
Belinda Ketchabaw  CAO, Clerk Treasurer 
 

Township of Baldwin 
Vern Gorham  Mayor 
Jason Cote   Deputy Mayor 
Bert McDowell  Councillor 
Ray Maltais   Councillor 
Holly Zahorodny  Clerk Administrator/Treasurer 

 
Also in attendance: 
  Mayor Doug Gervais – Town of Espanola 
  CAO Joseph Burke – Town of Espanola 
  Mayor Kevin Burke – Township of Sables-Spanish Rivers 
 
OPEN MEETING 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 2025-PM1-1 
MOVED BY:  Wayne Austin 
SECONDED BY:  Bert McDowell 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Joint Special Council meeting of the Corporation of the Township of 
Nairn and Hyman and the Corporation of the Township of Baldwin of February 18, 2025 is now open 
at 7:02 p.m. 
             CARRIED 
 
APPOINT THE CHAIR 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 2025-PM1-2 
MOVED BY:  Rod MacDonald 
SECONDED BY:  Jason Cote 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Amy Mazey will chair the Joint Special Council Meeting. 
            CARRIED 
 
 
DELEGATIONS 
 
The following delegates gave presentations: 
 

a) Mayor Amy Mazey – Mayor - Township of Nairn & Hyman 
b) Mayor Doug Gervais – Mayor – Town of Espanola 

February 18, 2025 
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c) Mayor Kevin Burke – Mayor – Township of Sables-Spanish Rivers 
d) Belinda Ketchabaw - CAO Township of Nairn & Hyman 
e) Brennain Llyod representing Northwatch 
f) MP Carol Hughes (Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing) 
g) MP Marc Serré (Nickel Belt) 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
The Chair entertained comments and questions from the floor (please note that the questions and 
responses noted below are summarized, the full recording of the meeting is available on our 
website). 
 

NAME COMMENTS 

Comment by Denise 
Soucy (resident) 

Commented: In the last meeting we had, I thought you were sending out 
information about the Freedom of Information request? What ever came 
of that? 

Reply by Mayor Vern 
Gorham  

That's going out anytime now, we just want to get more parties involved.  
We are pursuing that to all the ministries, and we're hoping to have that 
information within the next 6 weeks. 

Comment by Denise 
Soucy (resident) 

I’m just curious don’t they have 30 days to answer? 

Reply by Mayor Vern 
Gorham 

No, there is a process to it. I think Espanola’s CAO will be able to give 

you a better understanding of this.  

(hands the microphone to Joseph Burke) 

Reply by Joseph Burke 
 

He explained how the process works and how potential delays can 
happen and the results of those delays. 
 

Comment by Denise 
Soucy(resident) 

What day it will it be sent out? 

Reply by Mayor Vern 
Gorham 

Stated their team is actively addressing the issue and they will keep the 
residents informed of their progress.  

Comment by Ivon 
Chaumont (resident) 

He commented that he is the president of a cottage property group that 
represents 50 cottage owners and one commercial business, he also 
has extensive experience in mine management and decommissioning. 
He is concerned with the plan to deposit this material within one 
kilometre of Agnew Lake and the possible contamination of drinking 
water. He stated that they are concerned with the transportation of this 
product in the trucks over highways and municipal roads and the risks 
associated with the possibility of vehicle accidents and potential 
environmental contamination as a result. He said he has questions 
regarding the ministries’ emergency plan for the communities that are 
on route from Nipissing First Nations land to the Agnew Lake site. He 
said that there should be an emergency plan in place and that all 
emergency services should be well prepared and knowledgeable about 
the product and how to contain it should anything happen.  
 

Comment by Lynn 
O’Farrell (resident) 

Expressed that she is concerned for the residents and cottage owners 
of Georgian Bay. She spoke about the bedrock fault line issue, and the 
deeper groundwater, as it could migrate as far south as Georgian Bay. 
Saying how we need to raise more awareness in the communities that 
could be affected by the tailings. 

Comment from Caroll 
Hughes, MP Algoma-
Manitoulin-
Kapuskasing 

She thanked Ivon and Lynn who brought up valid points about the 
transportation of the tailings. Agreed that Emergency Services 
departments should be well educated about the possibility of spills or 
accidents happening while the tailings are being transported. 

Reply by Belinda 
Ketchabaw 

She responded to that point stating, she did reach out to every 
municipality’s clerks department between here and the Nipissing First 
Nation before the last Town Hall meeting with little response. She thinks 
the problem is they're all smaller municipalities, such as ours. They 
have limited staff resources as well. As we get more information and we 
get more data, we are going to have to look at ways to get them more 
involved. 
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Comment by resident, 
no name given 

Commented that he is originally from Elliott Lake. Stated that in the 60’s 
– 70’s there was a tailings breach in Bull Lake and that everything in the 
Lake had died. He stated how his family home and several others in the 
community were affected by the tailings that leaked. He questioned why 
the tailings need to be moved from that mine site and why they cannot 
contain it on their own site as the Mines in Sudbury handle their own 
tailings on site. 

Comment by Sandy 
Jacko 
(resident) 

Commented that she is from Birch Island and that she is at the meeting 
on behalf of the United Chiefs and Councils of Mnidoo Mnising. The 
Chiefs wanted her to convey that they do not support the transportation 
or storage of the tailings. 

Reply by Mayor Amy 
Mazey 

She thanked all the speakers and residents that had comments. She 
concluded the question period and encouraged residents to send in any 
further questions to the Townships’ administration. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 2025-PM1-3 
MOVED BY:  Jason Cote 
SECONDED BY:  Trevor McVey 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the meeting is now officially adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
         CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
        
       __________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
 
 
        
       __________________________ 
       Clerk/CAO 
 
These minutes shall not be considered as official minutes until they have been 
Approved by Council at their next meeting. 
 


