
Protecting Our 
Water, Our 
Community, Our 
Future

Agnew Lake Tailings 
– What We’ve 
Learned & Where We 
Go From Here



The Province wants to 
truck in 18,600 m³ of 

niobium mine tailings 
from a site near North 

Bay.

The destination? Our 
Agnew Lake Tailings 

Management Area – a 
site already holding 

decommissioned uranium 
waste.

Our question: Is this 
safe? And where’s the 

proof?



We received 1,000+ pages of technical 
reports from the Ministry.

We brought in experts – Hutchinson 
Environmental Sciences Ltd. – to decode 
it and give us the real story.

Their conclusion? Too many assumptions, 
not enough facts.



The Ministry claims that this project is "low risk."

Hutchinson’s report does not conclude that the project is 
safe, it just concludes that there is not enough data.

The ministry’s conclusion is built on missing data, outdated 
testing, and incomplete models.



Radioactive elements: Uranium-
238, Thorium-230, Radium-226, 
Lead-210 and Polonium-210.

Toxic metals: Cadmium, arsenic, 
selenium – all dangerous to water, 
wildlife, and human health.

This isn’t just “gravel” – this is 
chemically and radiologically 
active materials.



Old Testing, Bad Assumptions

The only leach testing included in the data was from 2020 –
using a method designed for landfills, not water and 
streams.

Detection limits were too high – they missed what matters.

We’ve asked for updated leach testing using realistic, site-
specific conditions. 







Thanks to your concerns, CNSC did extra water testing in May.

12 sites sampled: Agnew Lake, Spanish River, John and Ministic
Creeks.

Spring run-off isn’t the ideal time—but they listened, and that 
matters.



No fish testing.

No aquatic plant studies.

No surveys of invertebrates (the bugs fish eat).

These are basic tools of ecological risk assessment—and 
they’re not being used.



The risk to burrowing animals from radon gas—ignored.

These animals dig into the soil, where radioactive gas could 
accumulate.

This pathway was known—and left out of the most recent 
risk model.





Baseline Monitoring 
– We Need It Now!

We can’t measure impact without knowing what’s already 
there.

We need data on water, sediment, fish, and more—before the 
trucks roll in.

We need regular testing in Agnew Lake and the Spanish River

No more flying blind.





Five Critical Information Requests

1. Cumulative effects – what happens when uranium and niobium mix?

2. Updated risk assessment – with new leach data and proper wildlife exposure.

3. Construction & safety plans – stop promising them. DELIVER THEM.

4. Baseline sampling program – now, not later.

5. Long-term monitoring plan – 5 years is not enough for radiation that lasts 
1,600 years.








